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SUBJECT: REVISIONS TO SECRETARY'S OAS AGENDA BOOK 

1 . RESULT SECRETARY'S CONVERSATION WITH LANCE: NO 
PROBLEM WITH 500,000 DOLLARS FOR OAS SPECIAL ACCOUNT 
FOR CULTURE. PROSPECTS GOOD FOR ANOTHER 2 MILLION 
DOLLARS, WE WILL WORK HARD FOR IT, BUT CANNOT GUARANTEE. 

2. BELOW IS LATEST VERSION OF CONTINGENCY TALKING 
POINTS ON PEACEKEEPING AND ON ARMS POLICY, MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE AND RIO TREATY. 

3. PEACEKEEPING 

THIS HEMISPHERE HAS LONG BEEN THE MOST PEACEFUL IN 
THE WORLD. 

- RELATIONS AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THE AMERICAS 

HAVE BEEN HARMONIOUS, AS BEFITS RELATIONS AMONG NEIGHBORS. 
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- EXPENDITURES IN YOUR COUNTRIES FOR MILITARY PURPOSES 
AND ARMS HAVE BEEN REMARKABLY LOW-LOWER THAN FOR 
ALMOST ANY OTHER WORLD REGION. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PERSISTENCE OF TERRITORIAL DISPUTES 
AND OTHER CONTROVERSIES IN OUR REGION CREATES SITUATIONS 
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THAT COULD ENDANGER THE PEACE AND DIVERT SCARCE 
ENERGIES AND RESOURCES FROM DEVELOPMENT. 

- THE HIGH COST OF MODERN ARMAMENTS IS AN ECONOMIC 
DRAIN. 

- THE OFFENSIVE POTENTIAL OF MODERN ARMAMENTS INCREASES 
THE RISK OF MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND CONFLICT. 

THE PEACEKEEPING FUNCTION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN 
STATES IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF ITS CHARTER. 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS THE OAS AN IMPORTANT 
FORUM FOR RESOLVING LONG-STANDING TERRITORIAL CONTENTIONS 
IN THIS REGION. 

OUR GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT 
THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S PROGRESSIVE STRIDES TOWARD 
PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS OF PERSISTENT DISPUTES. 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO OTHER EFFORTS AIMED AT REDUCING 
TENSIONS. WE HOPE THIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY WILL ENDORSE 
OAS EFFORTS TO RESOLVE OUTSTANDING TERRITORIAL 
DISPUTES IN THE HEMISPHERE. 

A GENERAL EXPRESSION OF THE RESOLVE AND COMMITMENT BY 
THE MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE ORGANIZATION TO SUCH 
ACTION COULD BE AN INITIAL STEP TOWARD REDUCING 
TENSIONS, ENHANCE MULTILATERAL COOPERATION, AND PROVIDE 
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AN ENCOURAGING BACKDROP TO BILATERAL INITIATIVES. 

4. ARMS POLICY, MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND THE RIO TREATY 

- QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED ABOUT MY GOVERNMENT'S 
REDUCTIONS IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE, CURTAILMENTS OF 
MILITARY MISSIONS IN VARIOUS OAS CAPITALS, AND RESTRIC- 
TIONS ON ARMS SALES. 

- THE UNITED STATES IS COMMITTED TO THE DEFENSE OF 
THE HEMISPHERE. EVEN NOW, THE SENATE IS IN THE PROCESS 

OF APPROVING THE PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT TO THE RIO TREATY 
NEGOTIATED IN COSTA RICA IN 1975. WE ATTACH GREAT 
IMPORTANCE TO PEACE IN THIS HEMISPHERE. 

- MY GOVERNMENT IS ALSO DETERMINED TO WORK FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. CLEARLY, MILITARY AS WELL 
AS OTHER RELATIONSHIPS ARE AFFECTED BY CONTINUING 
PATTERNS OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


- WE DO NOT REGARD OUR ACTIONS IN THIS FIELD AS 
INCONSISTENT IN ANY WAY WITH OUR RESPONSIBILITIES 
UNDER THE RIO TREATY. NONE OF THE RIO TREATY'S PROVI- 
SIONS CALLS FOR GRANT MILITARY ASSISTANCE OR ARMS 
SALES TO OR AMONG MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE OAS. 

- PRESIDENT CARTER HAS STATED OUR POSITION ON ARMS 
SALES CLEARLY: WE WILL DO NOTHING TO PROMOTE AN 
ARMS RACE IN AN AREA OF THE WORLD WHERE DEFENSE 
EXPENDITURES HAVE BEEN LOW AND WHERE ARMS RESTRAINT 
AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE DECLARATION OF AYACUCHO, HAS 
BEEN SUCH AN IMPORTANT GOAL. VANCE 
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